October Priory Parish Council Report
Please find attached my report for the above period. 
As always if you believe I can be of help or assistance as your District Councillor please do get in touch. 
Email – sarah.butikofer@north-norfolk.gov.uk
Tel 07968 897235
Sarah

District Council General
I am delighted to be able to say that two of our teams at the Council have recently been recognised for their work excellent work in delivering for our communities.
Our Benefits Team, have been nationally recognised for the work they do and were announced as the ‘Benefits and/or Welfare Reform Team of the Year (District) 2025’. They collected the award for Team of the Year at the 2025 IRRV Performance Awards, reflecting their innovation, engagement, and compassion in delivering services to vulnerable households.
 This is truly well deserved and recognises the work that the team does every day, which makes a difference in the lives of some of the most vulnerable of our residents.
Our Coastal Management Team, won the Best Infrastructure Project - Large award at the Institution of Civil Engineers East of England Merit Awards 2025 for the Cromer & Mundesley Coastal Protection Schemes.
The schemes are now delivering protection to over 600 homes in these locations. These programmes received approximately £25 million pounds worth of funding, and moved 21,000 tonnes of rock positioned to disperse energy from the incoming waves helping to protect the sea walls.

Devolution and Local Government Reorganisation.
I hope you had the chance to attend one of the two briefings organised to update Town and Parish Councils at the end of the summer; I understand that they were very well received.
In September North Norfolk District Councillors voted to accept the three unitary model developed by our consultants.
Now we wait while Government assesses the three proposals that were put forward for Norfolk. We are told to expect an announcement regarding their decision in early 2026.

Fakenham Leisure Centre
North Norfolk District Councillors and Council Officers joined members of the community in Fakenham to mark the start of major refurbishment works at the Fakenham Leisure centre, Wednesday October 15th.
The groundbreaking event marked the beginning of construction to deliver a brand-new swimming pool and improved gym & sports facilities.
The £11m project has been financed through a partnership between the UK Government and NNDC. The new Fakenham Leisure and Sports Hub will meet growing demand for modern inclusive facilities and is designed to be as energy efficient as possible with solar panels, heat pumps and EV charging capacity.

Five Year Housing Supply
At the last meeting of Cabinet it was reported that the Council currently has a 7.3 housing supply. By ensuring that the District can demonstrate it meets the five year land supply requirment it means that full-weight can be to Local Plan policies when decision making.

Public Space Protection Orders
North Norfolk District Council is carrying out a public consultation regarding the following proposed modified or additional dog control Public Space Protection Orders. These orders would restrict dogs from being present or to be on leads within certain public areas. It is also possible to submit additional proposals through the consultation. You may also view our existing dog control orders.
Under the Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act (2014), the Council must carry out a public consultation and consider the views of the public and other associated bodies before implementing its decision.
	Dog restrictions for other public areas
The following documents include maps. Areas outlined in red indicate where dogs are not permitted and areas outlined in blue indicate where dogs must be kept on a lead.

	Location
	PSPOs Dog Restriction Orders
	Maps where dog restrictions apply

	Bodham, Playing field next to footpath
	PDF
	PDF

	Cromer, Randall Crescent play space
	PDF
	PDF

	East Runton, Blue flag beach
	PDF
	PDF

	Fakenham, St Peter and Pauls Church Yard
	PDF
	PDF

	Mundesley Beach
	PDF 
	PDF

	Salthouse, Recreation Ground
	PDF 
	PDF


Have your say
The consultation is open from Monday 6 October 2025 until Wednesday 5 November 2025 at 11.59pm. Any comments after this time will not be considered.
Comments on the consultation are open to individuals, public bodies, or organisations using the below form.
Comment on the consultation

Police Anonymous Drink/Drug Drive Reporting Tool 
During the recent visit of the Police and Crime Commissioner to the authorities Overview and Scrutiny Committee, the PCC agreed to send a link to the reporting tool for people to anonymously tell the Police if they know of someone who regularly drives under the influence of drugs or alcohol.
This tool is still at its trial stage and the PCC was hoping it would go live by Christmas. More info can be found here Anonymous drink/drug drive reporting tool trial begins | Norfolk Constabulary
Knowing how important the subject of speeding/driver safety is to you all and our local communities, I thought you may find this of interest.

New Housing Allocation Scheme at the Council – Important for all on Housing Register
North Norfolk District Council has a new Housing Allocation Scheme. 
The Authority has a Legal duty to review and where necessary update its Allocations scheme every 5 years or sooner to comply with legislation changes and following approval by Full Council in December 2024, we have been making the necessary changes to the online application form IT system and supporting documents.  
Whilst the new scheme will not be live until the New Year (12 January 2026) we are beginning the re-registration process with existing members opening from 27th October until 24 November 2025.  Existing members of the scheme will be invited to complete a new online application form which will determine if they are still eligible based on the new criteria set out in the Allocation Scheme. The new scheme sets out who is eligible to be considered for social housing within North Norfolk, how their housing needs will be assessed, and what priority their application will be given. It also determines how the Your Choice Your Home housing Waiting List will work and how social housing will be allocated across the district.  
Important to Note
All applicants will need to be assessed under the New Scheme.
If a member should fail to re-register within the time period detailed above, then further correspondence will be sent to advise that their application is now hibernated, and they will be unable to place any bids within the current system.  They will have a further 4 weeks to complete a change of circumstances however due to the number of applications the team will be assessing we will prioritise those that completed the registration within the first 4 weeks and will only move onto the others once these are complete, and we are unable to guarantee that they will be live on 12 January 2026. 
All applicants will complete a pre-assessment form; this will result in some members no longer being eligible to go on to complete the full application form. If they are not eligible then they will receive notification and will have 21 days in which to request a review explaining the reasons on why they feel they are eligible to join based on the new criteria.  For those that are eligible they will go on to complete the main application form, this will result in their application being reassessed against the new eligibility criteria within the Policy. Initially all members will receive a default band of Band E and will receive communication confirming banding once assessment and verification has been completed. 
Most applicants who qualify for the Housing Register and are currently a band 1 or 2  (band B and C within new scheme) will be less affected by the new scheme, but there will be some people who see an increase in their priority and some whose priority will reduce or others who will no longer qualify. If an applicant’s priority changes or they no longer qualify no changes will take place until the 12th January 2026.  However, it should be noted that there have been other things that have changed, such as bedroom eligibility and the lettings process, which means applicants may see a difference in the size of property you can bid for.
If you should come across a resident that requires support, I am happy to try and assist or if they prefer, please direct them to the following  YourChoiceYourHome@north-norfolk.gov.uk  email form and a member of the team will contact them directly. 

RNLI Sheringham 
Many of you will already have read in the press and seen on social media that a new lease has been granted to the RNLI for the boathouse in Sheringham. A structural survey of the sight earlier in the year had given rise to concerns about the safety of the building, but with the new lease in place the RNLI are actively arranging for substantial works to be undertaken on the site to keep the boathouse operational for many years to come.

Rocket House Cromer
Again, many of you will be aware that the RNLI Museum in Cromer has been temporarily closed whilst issues of damp within the building are addressed. Early investigations showed this was due to issues with the drainage beneath the public conveniences. However, remedial works to fix that issue have not resolved the problem entirely. Tanking works to resolve the issue have now been approved by Cabinet

Reporting Planning issues or Highlighting General Concerns
Thank you to those of you have brought your concerns to me over the last month. Please never worry about dropping me a line or calling me if something in your local area is concerning you and you need help to fix it – if I am not aware I can’t do what I can to help.






