

BINHAM WITH COCKTHORPE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Held on 22nd April 2025 at Binham Memorial Hall
Following the Binham Memorial Hall Trust Annual Meeting at 7pm (Report annexed)

MINUTES
Present: 	
Parish Council – Cllr. E. Brady – Chair, Cllr. P. Alford and Parish Clerk 
Memorial Hall Trust Committee members
Representatives of the below organisations
Members of the public

The Chair of the Parish Council opened the Annual Parish Meeting and thanked everyone for attending.
1.	Report from the Chair of Binham with Cockthorpe Parish Council
The Chair reported that there had been discussion on whether this meeting would continue in future years, but as it was a legal requirement and should take place between 1st March and 1st June, further discussion would take place and in future it may be in a different format, but would continue as a village meeting.
The Parish Council had been busy during the past year, with a lot “hanging in the air”.  120 hedge plants had been planted at the allotments and thanks were given to the allotment tenants and Cllr and Mr Brown for all their help with refreshments and planting.   Repair or replacement of the bus shelter had been discussed and it had been agreed that a new hardwood shelter would replace the old shelter.  The Parish Council would be looking at grant funding from Norfolk County Council to help with the purchase.  The Parish Council would continue with maintaining the footpath nature area at Warham Road opposite the Memorial Hall although they did not own the wall.  It had always been difficult to cut the wild flowers at the correct time due to some of them being rather prickly and affecting people using the pathway, which conflicted with the need to allow the seed to mature for the following year’s flowers. The scheme had been started some ten years ago and was well established but the Parish Council was mindful of the users of the path.  The Parish Council owned and maintained an area of cemetery and there had been problems with glass jars being shattered during maintenance, so there would be some new regulations put on the noticeboard.  The Village Sign had been repaired and was now back in place.   Thanks were given to Cllr. Alford for her expertise and knowledge of planning policies on collating comments on planning applications for the Parish Council.  The Parish Council tries to be consistent with their comments.  The Chair also thanked her fellow councillors and clerk for their support and confirmed that the Parish Council was looking for two parish councillors to fill vacancies.  Finally, she confirmed that the name had reverted to “Binham with Cockthorpe Parish Council”.  
2.	Youth Club
The Youth Club met on Wednesdays in term time from 6 – 8pm and catered for children aged 5 – 16.    A massive “thank you” was given to those organizing the group, which involved a lot of “red tape” .  They were currently updating the safeguarding policies.  Thank you for the support and donations given by Binham Art Group, the Chequers, the Blakeney Old Wild Rovers and Hindringham and Binham Open Circle as without these the Group would not exist. 
3.	Memorial Hall 
Cozy Club
The Cozy Club met on the third Wednesday every month from 2 – 4pm.  All ages were welcome for tea, cake and chat.
Social Evenings
These were held on the last Thursday of the month at 7pm, with drinks, games, jacket potatoes with fillings and chat.
Fashion Show	
To be held the following evening, open 6.30pm to start at 7pm, with raffle and drinks
Fete
The fete would be on 10th August this year from 1 – 4pm, with dog show, tombola, fancy dress, etc.
VE Day Tea
4th May 2025 at 2pm.  40s dress, bring a savoury picnic and the Memorial Hall will provide tea, coffee, cakes
4.	Art Group
This will continue to support and encourage artists.  There are in excess of 30 members, with a waiting list to join.  It meets on Tuesday mornings throughout the year and is a friendly group which encourages work with all mediums.  There are occasional speakers and an exhibition in the gallery at the Chequers.  The next exhibition would be on 16th and 17th August with a preview on the evening before and all would be welcome to attend.

5.	Binham Parochial Charity
The Trustees had sent apologies and were not in attendance
10.	Parochial Church Council
A summary of a report prepared by the Secretary for the AGM held in April, was read out to the meeting by a member of the PCC as follows.   There had been good attendance at ordinary services with an average of 22 worshippers.  Choral services had been held and there would be more in the coming months.  There had been a Christmas fair to raise funds, which were sound as there had been a rise in receipts at collections, for concerts, the Christmas Fair and visitor donations.  The Church was a special building and we were fortunate to have it, so let’s maintain it well for future generations  
11.	Binham Priory Concerts
The Chair of the meeting confirmed that the PCC were not involved in organizing the concerts and that permission had to be sought from English Heritage.    An offer from the Friends of Binham Priory was given for help with risk assessments, putting signs out, etc.  
It was then reported that “2024 was a successful season which included three hosted events as well as four concerts in our Summer Series.  All concerts were well attended in spite of competition from several other organisations in the area.  This is due in part to the nature of the Priory as a special venue and its fine acoustics which means we can attract top musicians to perform.  Concerts for 2025 are now listed on the website and a new brochure has just been published.  The Wells Maltings Box Office will, again, be looking after ticket sales, a system which worked well for us last year.  Additionally, an exciting collaboration with the Cambridge University Gilbert and Sullivan Society is currently being pursued.  This will feature outside performances of “Ruddigore” during the week beginning 15 September and is expected to involve other parts of the community such as local schools.”
12.	Friends of Binham Priory
Regarding events, a very interesting talk was held by Archangel Brewery, which included a gin tasting.   Later this year, in September there will be a talk by Sir Nicholas Lyons, a former Mayor of London, including the importance of the Lady Mayoress and the varied and interesting jobs involved.  In November there will be talk by Nick Trend on art history.  He has written a book on art firsts, including when the first kiss was portrayed in art.   We did not run the jazz picnic last year and it had been hoped it would return this year, but there very few dates available and none tied up with the availability of the performers.  It is hoped that it will return next year.  The Friends had provided £1,500 funding for the repair and improvement of the sound system in the Church and the funds remained healthy.  The AGM would be held on the 2nd May 2025, with a talk by Nick Acheson on Geese.

13.	Questions and Comments
1.  	Help required with care of flower boxes – contact Liz Brown
2.	A member of the public felt it was sad the shop was opening for shorter times.  
3.	A member of the public raised the problem of the bin at the bus shelter smelling, with children putting it outside the shelter and it then being move back inside.  The Chair replied that it would be discussed at Parish Council meeting, as they were planning to replace the bus shelter.  
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.03pm
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